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ABSTRACT

The Middle Ages was the era of Church dominance and power in Europe,
in which the Church not only ruled on Europeans lonely but also
performed wonderful educational, welfare, social and medical services.
However, after the advent of modernity, the authors of European history
were modernist and disgusted with religion, so these historians
represented the Medieval era as a “dark age of Europe” and covered up
these wonderful services of the church. A dispassionate study of history
brings to light the lost corners of church services that the religionists
have tried their best to hide, and have presented religion as a symbol for
oppression and ignorance. The same ecclesiastical services in this
research make it clear that medieval Europe is not a dark age but a bright
chapter in the religious history of Christianity that ended with the defeat
of the church by modernity.
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“The basic cause of cultural retrogression was not Christianity but
barbarism; not religion but war. The human inundations ruined or
impoverished cities, monasteries, libraries, schools, and made impossible
the life of the scholar or the scientist. Perhaps the destruction would have
been worse had not the Church maintained some measure of order in a
crumbling civilization.”?
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“For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, |
needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, |
was in prison and you came to visit me.”®
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“Nearly everywhere the crime of usury has become so firmly rooted that
many, omitting other business, practise usury as if it were permitted, and
in no way observe how it is forbidden in both the Old and New Testament.
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We therefore declare that notorious usurers should not be admitted to
communion of the altar or receive Christian burial if they die in this sin.
Whoever receives them or gives them christian burial should be
compelled to give back what he has received, and let him remain
suspended from the performance of his office until he has made
satisfaction according to the judgment of his own bishop.”35
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