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A STUDY OF STYLISTICS IN AKHTAR USMAN’S POEM “MALHAAR”

*Itrat Batool
**Rizwana Bibi
ABSTRACT
Akhtar Usman is a renowned name of modern Urdu poem. He is a
representative of classical traditions and also a guardian and bearer of
new style. He is aware of the art of protecting himself from the flaws and
shortcomings of the modern style because of his study about classical
traditions of poetry. Due to deep insight of classic, Akhtar’s intellectual
structure is energetic and stable. He successfully saves the ground from
the process of poetry destruction in the name of innovation. Even if he
composes a poem on a traditional topic, he maintains innovation and
presents it in such a way that traditionalism does not overwhelm the
subtlety of the poem. “Malhaar” is a traditional topic of Urdu and Hindi
poetry. The tendency to create poems on the themes of ragas and
raginis, combining the imaginative system of poems and songs with the
visual perception of ragas is observed in Akhtar’s poetry that shows his
musicology. Poetry and music are quite similar to each other in terms of
their artistic compositional elements. Akhtar presents music in poetry in
a unique style that is a combination of tradition and modernity. His poem
under the title of “Malhaar” is an example of such poetry. This article is
based on the stylistics used in “Malhaar”. The article compresses the
tone of the poem, its lyrics and comprehension under the consequences
of stylistics.
Keywords: Akhtar Usman, modern Urdu poem, classical tradition, innovation, Malhaar,
ragas, raginis, musicology, compositional elements, stylistics.
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