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UNVEILING THE ETHICAL DILEMMA: THE IMPACT OF SECULARISM 

ON ISLAMIC VALUES 

Hafsa Anwar 

ABSTRACT 

The relationship between Secularism, ethics, and Islamic religious 

principles is a highly argumentative topic, sparking fresh discussions on 

a variety of emerging issues contradictory to Islam. This study examines 

the complicated interplay between Islamic ethics and Secularism, 

highlighting the disagreement between the two ideologies. The study 

explains an Islamic perspective of Secularism and controversial laws that 

secular governments implement worldwide. The study investigates how 

Secularism affects Islamic ethics and considers its threats to moral 

standards and traditional religious beliefs. It illustrates how secular 

ideologies frequently conflict with Islamic values, resulting in many 

different unlawful decisions taken by secular countries. It also discusses 

how secular government affects morals and values in societies of the 

world, whether they belong to any religion; however, in the case of 

Muslim societies, these laws are highly debatable.  Moreover, the study 

argues that even if Secularism might have some advantages for 

governance, it still has a huge contradiction to ethics and Islamic Values, 

and it is indeed contradictory to the teachings of the Quran. So, as a 

Muslim society, we must look deeper into the matter of imposing 

Secularism on Muslim states, and we must work for the implementation 

of Islamic law. 

Keywords: Quran, Islam, secularism, Laws, Society, Religion, belief, Atheist, 

Islamic law. 

Introduction 

Secularism is a principle or ideology that separates religion from matters of state. It 

promotes a neutral and impartial government's point of view on religion. In a secular society, 

the state does not favor religion and treats all individuals equally under the law, regardless of 

their religious beliefs or non-beliefs. 

The core idea behind Secularism is to ensure religious freedom and protect individual 

rights by preventing the state from imposing or promoting specific religious beliefs or 

practices. It supports the idea that religious beliefs and practices are personal matters and 
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should be kept separate from the functions of government and public institutions. In this era, 

we have got the results of secularism imposed by governments in past years, so we can see 

that its immoral directions and laws have ruined the societies of the World to that extent, 

where a huge population is acting more like human beasts than the vicegerents of Allah. The 

matter will be analyzed deeply to evaluate the outcomes of decisions taken by secular states 

in this world and the uncurable results that societies are facing across the globe. Moreover, 

the study will discuss the Islamic point of view on secularism and its resolutions. 

Definitions of secularism 

According to The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, word “Secularism” has been defined 

with these words that: 

 "The belief that laws, education, etc should be based on facts, science, etc 

rather than religion."1 

Causes of Becoming hard on practicing Islam  

The surge in technology has led societies to a new world of research and findings. People 

are getting away from religion day by day. Faith in the Quran and Sunnah is secondary for 

people now, as they rely immensely on scientific research. This practice is very common 

among people across the globe, whether they belong to any religion or not. An estimated 1.8 

billion people, or more than 24% of the world's population, identify themselves as Muslims. 

There are 56 Muslim-majority countries, but Islam is the official religion of 26 countries, 

mainly in Asia, sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa, and the Middle East.2 

Many people take up religion as a basic necessity, and every aspect of their lives inevitably 

reflects religion. On the other hand, there is a huge population that views religion as a hurdle 

to progress in life. We must understand that religion provides a complete code of life in which 

a person lives within moral and ethical boundaries. Religion can provide a sense of 

transcendence and offer answers to questions about the existence of God and the purpose 

of this worldly life. Secularism aims to keep religion and state affairs separate, but it has 

created numerous social and psychological issues across the globe. There are multiple 

obstacles to the prosperity of ethical and religious societies in this world that are secular.3 

Top secular countries in this world 

Top 10 Most Secular Countries in the World by percentage of non-religious citizens:  

64% Azerbaijan  90% China  

     63% Vietnam  73% Sweden  

63% Australia  72% Czech Republic  
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62% Norway  69% United Kingdom  

61% Denmark  64% Belarus  

(Win-Gallup 2017)4 

Unethical Laws Implemented by the Secular States 

Numerous examples of unethical laws implemented in secular states exist, but the 

study discusses the major sins mentioned in the Quran. Some secular states retain the death 

penalty for certain crimes. Other states that are supporters of capital punishment argue that 

it serves as a warning and a form of retribution. They believe it violates the right to life and 

raises concerns about potential failures of justice.But Islam promotes "Qasas" 

(accountability). As it is mentioned in the Quran: 

یَ ُّهَا الَّذ  "
لۤىیٰاۤ لْْنُْ ثۤى یْنَ اۤمَنُ وْا كُت بَ عَلَیْكُمُ الْق صَاصُ ف ی الْقَت ْ لْعَبْد  وَ الْْنُْ ثۤى بِ  لْْرُ   وَ الْعَبْدُ بِ  فَمَنْ   اَلْْرُُّ بِ 

ا لیَْه  بِ  حْسَان   لْمَعْرُوْف  وَ ادََآءٌ  فاَت  بَاعٌ بِ  یْه  شَیْءٌ  لَه م نْ اَخ  فَمَن    رَّب  كُمْ وَ رَحَْْةٌ ذۤل كَ تََْف یْفٌ م  نْ   عُف یَ 
 5" اعْتَدۤى بَ عْدَ ذۤل كَ فَ لَه عَذَابٌ الَ یْمٌ 

"O ye who believe! The law of equality is prescribed to you in cases of 

murder: the free for the free, the slave for the slave, the woman for the 

woman. But if any remission is made by the brother of the slain, then 

grant any reasonable demand, and compensate him with handsome 

gratitude, this is a concession and a Mercy from your Lord. After this 

whoever exceeds the limits shall be in grave penalty." 

In another verse from the Nobel Quran, it is stated that: 

 6"نَ ۡ  تَ ت َّقُو ۡ  بَِب  لَعَلَّکُمۡ  الَۡ  ال ۡ   اوُل  ۡ  ق صَاص  حَیۤوةٌ ي ۤ ۡ  فِ  ال  ۡ  وَ لَ كُم"

"In the Law of Equality, there is (saving of) Life to you, o ye men of 

understanding; that ye may restrain yourselves."  

If people were made accountable for their words and actions, they would have been 

more careful and concerned in their thoughts and activities. Accountability leads to a more 

just and ethical society, whether it follows any religion or not. Regarding the accountability of 

capital punishment, the rules set by Allah are the just among all rules prevailing in this world. 

Abortion Laws 

Laws related to abortion can be highly argumentative in secular societies. Some 

countries have strict restrictions on abortion, while others uphold a woman's right to choose. 

These laws often involve complex ethical considerations surrounding the rights of the fetus 

and the autonomy of the pregnant individual. However, many countries have legalised 

abortion depending on the choice of the mother, whether she wants to keep it or not. Over 
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the past 30 years, more than 60 countries have liberalised their abortion laws. 7  On the 

contrary, Islam protects a fetus and preserves all its rights to live. 

رَ الَّذ ي  ۡ  قَد" ا اوَۡ  نَ قَ تَ لُو ۡ  خَس  ُ  ۡ  م  وَّحَرَّمُوۡ  ر  ع ل ۡ  ا ب غَي ۡ  سَفَه   ۡ  لَْدَهُمۡ  اۤ ا مَا رَزَقَ هُمُ اللّۤ 
 8"نَ ۡ  تَد ي ۡ  مُه   اۡ  كَانوُ   وَمَا اۡ  ضَلُّو  ۡ  قَد ۡ  ء  عَلَى اللّۤ   ۡ  ت راَ ۡ  اف

"Lost are those who slay their children, from folly, without knowledge 

and forbid food which Allah hath provided for them, inventing (lies) 

against Allah. They have indeed gone astray and heeded no guidance." 

Some other verses from the Nobel Quran elaborate that people should not kill their 

offspring, having a fear of the expenses they have to do for them. Allah is the creator and 

nourisher of this universe. 

ا اوَْلَْدكَُمْ م  نْ ا مْلََق  " هُمْ -ۡ  وَ لَْ تَ قْتُ لُوْا هَا وَ مَا  -ۡ  نََْنُ نَ رْزقُُكُمْ وَ ا یَّٰ ن ْ شَ مَا ظَهَرَ م  وَ لَْ تَ قْربَوُا الْفَوَاح 
لَْْق    وَ لَْ تَ قْتُ لُوا الن َّفْسَ الَّت یْ حَرَّمَ اللّۤ ُ -ۡ  بَطَنَ   9" لَعَلَّكُمْ تَ عْق لُوْنَ  ۡ  ذۤل كُمْ وَصۤ ىكُمْ ب ه- ۡ  ا لَّْ بِ 

"Kill not your children on a plea of want; We provide sustenance for you 

and them; - come not nigh to shameful deeds. Whether open or secret; 

take not life, which Allah hath made sacred, except by way of justice and 

law: thus, doth He command you, that ye may learn wisdom. 

ا اوَْلَْدكَُمْ خَشْیَةَ ا مْلََق  " كُمْ  وَ لَْ تَ قْتُ لُ وْا طْا  كَب یْْ ا  نََْنُ نَ رْزقُُ هُمْ وَ ا یَّٰ لَهُمْ كَانَ خ   10" ا نَّ قَ ت ْ

"Kill not your children for fear of want: We shall provide sustenance for 

them as well as for you. Verily the killing of them is a great sin."   

The same issue is discussed again in Surah Al-Isra, that people should not kill their 

children out of fear of their needs. Moreover, it is declared as a major sin in the following 

verses. 

Assisted Suicide/Euthanasia 

The legalisation of assisted suicide or euthanasia is an argumentative issue in many 

secular states. While some argue for the right to die with dignity and autonomy, others 

believe it undermines the sanctity of life and poses moral and ethical challenges.11 Whereas 

the Quran clarifies about the honor of a human life in following words: 

ع اا ب غَیْْ  نَ فْس  اوَْ فَسَاد  ف ی الَْْرْض   ۡ  مَنْ قَ تَلَ نَ فْس  " ی ْ اَ قَ تَلَ النَّاسَ جََ  اَا اَحْیَا  -ۡ  فَكَانََّّ وَ مَنْ اَحْیَاهَا فَكَانََّّ
ع ا  ی ْ لْبَ ی  نۤت  -ۡ  النَّاسَ جََ  هُمْ بَ عْدَ ذۤل كَ ف ی الَْْرْض  لَمُسْر فُ وْنَ - ۡ  وَ لَقَدْ جَآءَتْْمُْ رُسُلنَُا بِ  ن ْ  12" ثَُُّ ا نَّ كَث یْْ ا م  

"If anyone slew a person - unless it is for murder or for spreading mischief 

in the land - it would be as if he slew the whole people: and if anyone 
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saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the whole people. Then 

although there came to them Our messengers with clear signs, yet, even 

after that, many of them continued to commit excesses in the land."   

Surrogacy and Reproductive Technologies 

Laws surrounding surrogacy and certain reproductive technologies can raise ethical 

dilemmas regarding the commodification of human life and the potential exploitation of 

women.13 Islam encourages one to adopt all means to get one's offspring. All reproductive 

technologies are allowed, but surrogacy is prohibited in Islam. All kinds of treatments must 

be between husband and wife. Injecting eggs or sperm of other people is strictly prohibited. 

Drug Decriminalization/Legalization: 

Some secular states have decriminalized or legalized certain drugs, leading to debates 

on the impact on public health, crime rates, and individual freedoms. 14  Islam rigorously 

prohibits all kinds of drugs and explains that it does not have anything beneficial for people.  

The Holy Quran Says: 

ر  " مَاا ا ثٌُْ كَب یٌْْ وَّ مَنَاف عُ ل لنَّاس  - ۡ  یَسْ  ٴَ لُوْنَكَ عَن  الْْمَْر  وَ الْمَیْس   15" ۡ  ا ثْْهُُمَاا اكَْبََُ م نْ ن َّفْع ه مَا وَ  -ۡ  قُلْ ف یْه 

"They ask thee concerning wine and gambling. Say: "In them is great 

sin, and some profit, for men; but the sin is greater than the profit."  

Censorship and Freedom of Speech 

Some secular states have laws that restrict freedom of speech, often to prevent hate 

speech, incitement to violence, or the spread of false information. However, such laws can 

also lead to concerns about limiting free expression and stifling dissent. A group of people in 

France recently committed a heinous deed by publicly burning the Quran and associating it 

with freedom of expression. Islam strictly prohibits such freedom of speech, which has the 

potential to harm many people.16 

Same-Sex Marriage Around the World 
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There are a huge number of wrong and unethical decisions secular governments have 

taken, although they believe in unbiased behaviours. Secular governments claim that they do 

not support religion nor are they against it, yet they have passed immoral laws that are a 

discomfort to religious communities across the globe. One such law is same-sex marriage, 

which is legalised in over thirty different jurisdictions, primarily in Europe and the Americas. 

This legislation has allowed for the legalisation of homosexual and lesbian unions following 

the inaugural same-sex weddings in the Netherlands in the year 2001. In this table, one can 

categorise these various locations based on their respective appellations, geographic areas, 

and the specific year in which the recognition of same-sex marriage was officially established.  

 

According to CNN's news on Friday, February 16, 2024, approximately 35 countries have 

legalised same-sex marriage worldwide. One African country, ten countries from America, 

one from Asia, 21 from Europe, and two from Oceania are reported.17 
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The world is continuously getting used to this absurd practice. In 2001, the Netherlands was 

the first country in the world to accept this unnatural law, and in 2019, Taiwan became the 

first country from Asia to implement this senseless law.18 

Islamic Perspective Regarding Secularism 

Secularism, in a general sense, refers to the idea of separating religious institutions 

and beliefs from state governance and affairs. It advocates for a neutral government stance 

toward all religions, ensuring that no particular religion dominates public life. Some Muslims 

argue that secularism can be compatible with Islamic values, as it promotes religious freedom 

and protects the rights of individuals to practice their faith without state interference. They 

believe that secularism allows for greater social harmony by ensuring that no single religious 

group dominates others in the public sphere. On the other hand, there are Muslims who view 

secularism as problematic because they believe that Islam is not merely a religion but a 

comprehensive way of life that covers all aspects of human existence, including politics and 

governance. From their perspective, Islam guides how to organise societies and establish 

justice, and they may fear that secularism could lead to the marginalisation of Islamic 

principles and values in public life. 

It is essential to note that interpretations of Islamic teachings and the understanding of 

secularism can vary significantly between different Muslim communities and scholars. Some 

countries with Muslim-majority populations have adopted secular principles in their legal and 

political systems, while others have chosen to establish themselves as Islamic states. The holy 

Quran mentions in chapter 3 verse 19: 

سْلََمُ ا نَّ " الْْ  اللّۤ    الد  یْنَ ع نْدَ  ا لَّْ م ن -ۡ    الْك تۤبَ  اوُْتوُا  الَّذ یْنَ  اخْتَ لَفَ  مَا  الْع لْمُ  ۡ  وَ  جَآءَهُمُ  مَا  بَ عْد    ْۤ

نَ هُمْ ۡ  بَ غْی     19" وَ مَنْ یَّكْفُرْ بِ ۤیۤت  اللّۤ   فاَ نَّ اللّۤ َ سَر یْعُ الْْ سَاب  -ۡ  ا بَ ی ْ

"Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam. And those who were 

given the Scripture did not differ except after knowledge had come to 

them – out of jealous animosity between themselves. And whoever 
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disbelieves in the verses of Allah, then indeed, Allah is swift in [taking] 

account." 

So, Islam is the only religion that Allah will accept. This means that we should obey Allah in 

all circumstances and phases of life. Our lives should be total submission to the Almighty for 

his pleasure and acceptance.  

َ اصْطَفۤى لَكُمُ الد  یْنَ فَلََ تََوُْتُنَّ ا لَّْ وَ انَْ تُمْ  -ۡ  مُ بنَ یْه  وَ یَ عْقُوْبُ ۡ  اا ا بْ رۤهوَ وَصۤ ى ب َ " یۤ بَن یَّ ا نَّ اللّۤ 

 20" مُّسْل مُوْنَ 

“And Abraham instructed his sons [to do the same] and [so did] Jacob, 

[saying], "O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen for you this religion, so do 

not die except while you are Muslims."  

People of the book refer their religion to the Prophet Ibrahim  , and pagans of Makkah 

also used to say that they are of the faith of Prophet Ibrahim  , but the above verses 

categorically say that all of the previous Prophets  chose the religion Islam and they all 

advised their offspring to die as a Muslim. Another verse of the Holy Quran states that true 

guidance is the guidance of Allah. The verse of Quran is as follows: 

تُؤ " لِمَن ۡ  مِنُوۡ  وَلََ  اِلَا  ا  دِي  ۡ  ۤ    ۡ  اَن   ۡ  اللِّٰ   هُدَى   هُدٰى ۡ  ال  اِنا   ۡ  قُل  ۡ  ۡ  نَكُمۡ  تبَِعَ 

اِنا    ۡ  قُل    ۡ  ربَِّكُم   دَ ۡ  عِن  ۡ  كُم ۡ  جُّو ۡ  يَُُا  ۡ  اَو   ۡ  تُ ۡ  تِ ۡ  اوُ  مَا    لَ ۡ  مِّث  اَحَد    ى ۡ  تٰ ۡ  يُّؤ 

 21"ۡ   م  ۡ  عَلِي  وَاسِع   وَاللُّٰ  ۡ   ءُ ۡ  ياشَا ۡ  هِ مَن ۡ  تِ ۡ  يؤُ ۡ  لَ بيَِدِ اللِّٰ ۡ  فَض ۡ  ال

"And believe no one unless he follows your religion. Say: "True guidance 

is the Guidance of Allah: (Fear ye) Lest a revelation be sent to someone 

(else) Like unto that which was sent unto you? or that those (Receiving 

such revelation) should engage you in argument before your Lord?" Say: 

All bounties are in the hand of Allah." 
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Another verse mentions that people are seeking any religion other than Islam; if that is so, 

they should understand that the entire universe is bowing in front of Allah, and all human 

beings indeed return to him. 

غُوْنَ وَ لَه "  22" اۤ اَسْلَمَ مَنْ ف ی السَّمۤوۤت  وَ الَْْرْض  طَوْع ا وَّ كَرْه ا وَّ ا لیَْه  یُ رْجَعُوْنَ ۡ  افََ غَیَْْ د یْن  اللّۤ   یَ ب ْ

"Do they seek for other than the Religion of Allah? while all creatures in 

the heavens and on earth have, willing or unwilling, bowed to His Will 

(Accepted Islam), and to Him shall they all be brought back." 

Furthermore, it is mentioned in the Nobel Quran that if a person brings up any religion other 

than Islam, it will not be accepted by him, and he will be among the losers. 

سْلََم  د یْ ن ا فَ لَنْ ی ُّقْبَلَ م نْهُ " تَغ  غَیَْْ الْْ  ر یْنَ -ۡ  وَ مَنْ ی َّب ْ رَة  م نَ الْْۤس   23" وَ هُوَ ف ی الْْۤخ 

"If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah), never 

will it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter He will be in the ranks of 

those who have lost (All spiritual good)".   

Conclusion 

Islam is a complete code of life, having guidance regarding all aspects of life. Allah has clearly 

stated in the Quran that if someone comes up with any other religion except Islam on the Day 

of Judgment, it will not be accepted. As Allah's vicegerent, humans must know Allah's creation 

plan and boundaries, which He mentioned in His Last Message, ‘the Holy Quran.’ Our primary 

goal in life should be to implement Allah's commandments. However, this can only be 

attained by implementing the Law of Allah, which is Islamic Sharia. 
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